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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, August 9, 2017 
opening at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Endres, Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko 
     Absent:   None  
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Meskin, to approve the City Council Agenda for August 9, 2017, 
as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Endres, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. July 12, 2017, Regular Meeting and August 1, 2017, Study Session 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 11890-11905, DD3009-3033, EFT1164-1174; 

and A/P check #’s 49555-49620, EFT 1482-1504, ACH 1504-1509 TOTALING: 
$365,000.61 

C. Acceptance of DPW June and July 2017 reports and the Police Department and City 
Attorney Reports for July 2017  

  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
Helen Jane Peters reported for the Garden Club, stating the annual Ice Cream Social is Thursday, 
August 17th, here at the Community Center.   
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
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Dave Albery, Cable Director for Cable Commission, invited everyone to a meeting tomorrow at 6:30 
p.m. at West Bloomfield Twp to gage communities needs and interest with cable.  He left flyers on 
the counter and there is an online survey you can do also.  He thanked John Martin and Helen Jane 
Peters for joining in on this conversation already.     C3-004-17 
 
         P1-009-17 
Luke Cassar read a statement regarding the false and inaccurate reporting from Channel 7 news.  He 
explained the City Council’s decision and how they came about it and their best interest are for the 
residents of Sylvan Lake.  His statement is attached to the minutes.   
 
Mayor Lorenz asked Attorney Schultz what his take is on reacting back to Channel 7. Schultz stated, 
he agreed there were some inaccuracies in it.  The main thing everyone should know is what City 
Council did in 2013 was appropriate, you looked at the Charter and adopted a resolution.  It was 
thought out and discussed; and there is nothing wrong with it.  It is also appropriate for Council to 
look at other options for a Chief.  There is nothing improper with the way the City handled this.   
 
Kathy Robbins extended her and Ed’s gratitude to Martin for his leadership and efforts of City Hall 
staff, the DPW, and law enforcement; for maintaining a well-organized, fiscally sound and safe 
environment. He has devoted decades of his life to the prosperity of Sylvan Lake and they sincerely 
thank him.   
 
Gary Cochran expressed, in looking at the agenda, Item 9C, it looks like City Council has already 
made their decision to move forward with this sharing of the Chief.   
 
Jan Hays feels it is very apparent that someone purposely tried to use the media as a way to say that 
Sylvan Lake has a problem with our currently Police Chief, which we do not.  Martin grew up here 
and he has done nothing but cared for this community. Her husband Paul and she stand 100% behind 
Martin.   
 
Elissa Smith stated she moved here from Keego Harbor because she had legal problem with Keego 
Harbor.  She really had a big problem with Channel 7’s reporting.  There is public record of her 
problems with Keego Harbor back in 2013.  She is not in favor of sharing or combining with Keego 
Harbor.  She moved here to get away from Keego Harbor.   
 
Midge Davidson commended Martin on his 33 years in serving the city and the noble grace he has 
had.  Even when confronted with scurrilous actions, he comes out with poise and dignity because that 
is who he is.  Martin can choose to retire anytime he wants; she hopes this isn’t anytime soon.  They 
will be hard pressed to fill his shoes.  The events of the last few weeks have sullied the face of Sylvan 
Lake.  It is not who we are.  We need to get our unity back in our community.   
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin started out saying thank you and he’ll address this at the end of his comments.   
 
Martin expressed it’s great to see this many people at the meeting tonight.  He has no problem with 
the light attendance at most meetings, but when there is something important residents come out to 
both listen and voice their opinion.  That’s what this is all about.  
 
City Hall 
City Hall continues to be very busy.  We’ve had a record number of permits.  Something like 5 Site 
Plan reviews, several ZBA’s and about 130 Zoning permits ranging from a new fence, to additions, to 
new homes, and they’re still coming.  Things are going well in the City.  Now we’re finishing up the 
year-end finances and getting ready for the annual Audit.  
 
We’ve gotten quite a few of our goals accomplished so far this summer.  We’ve installed the backup 
generator for the DPW garage and City Hall and combined the electric service into one.  
Unfortunately, the seawall has not been installed which held up the installation of the bench and tree 
near the Lakeview Beach.  We are expecting them to start this month if all goes well.  We are also 
having a few items on our play structure repaired or replaced and mulch added. 
 
Water Testing       WA-008-17     
We just finished up our lead and copper testing last month and tonight Martin needs to take a sample 
from the kitchen here for the disinfection byproduct rule.  Water is tested monthly for E-coli, 
annually for the disinfection byproducts including Trihalomethanes, Haloacetic acids, Chlorite and 
Bromate.  We then test for Lead and Copper every 3 years.   This was explained a little in the 
Consumer Confidence Report that was mailed with the tax bills in June and it is also on our website. 
He reassured everyone that we do not have a lead issue in the City. 
 
Water/Sewer Outsourcing     U-002-17 
Martin met again with The Oakland County Water Resources Commission about taking over the 
duties of some, most, or all of our Water and Sewer system maintenance. This can include as little or 
as much as we want it to.  From just handling the requirements for his water distribution operation, to 
whatever it is that we want, billing, maintenance, etc.    Martin let everyone know he has been talking 
about this and a few other things as a little bit of an exit strategy for him.  He wants everything in 
order and good.   
 
Street Repairs       S-003-17 
Paving repairs will be done in the next month.  We’re doing our annual removal and replacement of 
sections of street that are in the worst condition.  We will also be repaving the basketball court at the 
Community Center and getting it ready for fall and next year. 
        P1-010-17 
Lastly Martin talked about his 15 minutes of fame. He shared the amount of support that he received 
is overwhelming to him and it does make him feel much better.  He can’t thank everyone enough.  
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The people that know him know that his heart is here.  He was very sad when he saw what they were 
trying to do, especially since there was nothing being done remotely wrong in his position or the 
department, and they even said that in their report.   
 
He has been told more than once not to talk to reporters.  His thought was always, “If I don’t talk to 
them they can say whatever they want.”  He found out that if you do talk to them, they manipulate the 
recording so “you” say whatever they want.  The attempt to discredit him and Sylvan Lake was 
obvious.  What he still doesn’t understand is “what the story was.”  The city has never tried to hide 
his position and what his abilities and limitations are and he abides by them.  If there was a story it 
would have been 4 years ago, not now that we’re talking about him taking this hat off. 
 
He is not sure how it’s a bad thing that he will actually go and assist our guys or the residents, even if 
it’s just helping direct traffic, catching a dog, talking to someone that’s been in an accident or 
whatever.  He gave the reporter a little written synopsis of how this came about, courses he has taken, 
and workshops and conferences he’s attended. Martin read this list to the audience.  He also told him 
about the many discussion he’s had, and continue to have with neighboring Police Chiefs.  He 
explained to Shaykhet that if he was going to be tasked with doing this, he was going to do the best 
job he could for the City, the Department and the officers.  None of that was mentioned because that 
wasn’t the story.   
 
Martin closed with the part that bothered him the most.  The report made it sound like they uncovered 
something, but there was nothing to uncover.  It then stated, “In the wake of our investigation Martin 
has decided to make a change.”  That is obviously not true because they’ve been talking about 
sharing the Chief position for almost a year. 
 
Martin does appreciate all residents.  He has been a part of Sylvan Lake his whole life literally.  
Many residents have grown up together with Martin and he doesn’t mean as kids, but as adults.  
Martin is getting tired.  He has stated to City Council on several occasions that he needs to get rid of 
the Chief hat because he is just spread too thin.  Not a lack of desire, knowledge or drive, just not 
enough capacity in him. 
 
He again thanked everyone very much and asked them to know his heart has always been here and 
whatever happens in the future will not be because of what happened with that broadcast. 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
Meskin thanked everyone for coming.  He congratulated Martin on handling the interview well and 
standing his ground.   
 
Endres acknowledged, for those who don’t know, he has been fighting cancer and a stroke.  The 
doctor has said he has beat the cancer.  He thanked residents for their thoughts and prays.  He also 
thanked City Council for their support and working with him.  He thanked the Garden Club members; 
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he is getting a lot of cards.  Lastly, he thanked his wife, Karen, without her he wouldn’t have made it.   
 
Endres addressed Channel 7’s hack job of reporting.  He got a call saying they wanted to talk to him 
on the mess going on with the Sylvan Lake Department.  He didn’t speak to them; he followed 
protocol.  Channel 7 sure doesn’t know anything about law enforcement.  They accused Martin of 
carrying a gun on him.  Michigan has a law that you can open carry. A CCW license is harder to get.  
He stated the two people in Channel 7’s report who were concerned with what they were told, are not 
Sylvan Lake residents.  It took Channel 7 over a month to put together this three-minute program and 
he feels it has Keego Harbor’s finger prints all over it.   
 
Dzenko is glad to see the big turnout.  He noted he got his water/sewer bill and he installed an 
irrigation meter this spring, which cost him $640. He is already seeing the pay off.  He saved $250 on 
this water bill, so the payback for him will be quicker than the two-year estimate.  He also feels 
Channel 7 did a hack job and that is why he never watches that news channel.  He supports John 
Martin and thanked Luke Cassar for his comments and reminded them how well thought out the 
whole process was.   
 
Zubrzycki also thanked everyone for coming.  He thanked everyone for coming. 
 
Mayor Lorenz thanked Mr. Cochran for pointing out the error on the agenda and he apologized.  He 
thought the investigative report from Channel 7 was laughable.  He emailed them his thoughts and 
has not heard back from them.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Televising Regular City Council Meetings  C1-014-17 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Meskin, to televise all regular City Council meetings, live, 
starting with the September meeting and follow all the West Bloomfield Cable Communications rules 
and regulations.   
 
Dzenko wanted clarification on the motion.  Endres replied, they will televise the meetings live.  He 
asked Dave Albery to provide more information on televising.  Albery stated the regular meetings 
would be televised live on Channel 15 and AT&T channel 99 and replayed at 1:00 p.m. starting the 
next day.  The meetings will also be on demand anytime and they never go away.  Endres added it 
has been pointed out that our transparency is lacking and needs to get better.  Funds for this are being 
paid through PEG (Public Education and Government) fees.  They have already paid for the 
equipment and if they chose not to approve this, then $13,600 will have to refunded back to the PEG 
fund.  This has been on the agenda for discussion for eight months now.   
 
Zubrzycki asked for clarification of what meetings will be televised, City Council regular, study 
sessions, ZBA and Planning Commission?  Endres replied, just the regular City Council meetings.  
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Zubrzycki stated he wanted that clarification because people are saying a lot of things are discussed 
at the study session.  Zubrzycki asked if they chose to only televise special meetings such as the 
budget or water/sewer rates, would they have to pay back the $13,000 for equipment installed.  This 
was stated at a prior meeting that they would have to.  Dave Albery replied, that is a legal question 
for your attorney to decide.  Under Federal and State laws the money must be used for cable related 
purposes.  Your attorney would have to define what a cable related purpose is and how much you use 
it to meet the requirement.  Zubrzycki also let everyone know if meetings are televised they will have 
to go to the podium to speak.    
 
Dzenko has been against this from the beginning.  It will change the tone of the meeting and people 
don’t want to get up and speak in public to begin with.  Now you are asking them to go to a podium 
to speak.   He would like clarification on the paying back of funds because they were not told that 
when they approved the equipment installation.   
 
Attorney Schultz stated when this informally came up at a prior meeting he looked at some of the 
provisions of the State and Federal law which talk about the capability to use that equipment.  Not 
every community broadcast live, tapes or broadcasts every meeting.  If the city council decides to 
never televise then sure they would have to pay back the funds.  If they use infrequently then they 
should be within the spirit of having the equipment there to be used.   
 
Dzenko discussed other communities only record and post until minutes are available.   Schultz stated 
there are not hard-set rules. The record of a meeting is the minutes that the Clerk takes.  Schultz 
recommended they can put a set of rules together and bring back for City Council to approve that is 
consistent with the motion.   
 
Lorenz asked if there have been cases where the recording was used in legal cases against a 
community.  Schultz replied, there have been cases where they were allowed.   
 
Endres stated when he proposed this he didn’t try to trick anyone with the funding.   
 
Mayor Lorenz stated he can’t make a motion so if anyone would like to make another motion they 
can.  Lorenz asked if anyone only records their meetings and show them at later date.  Albery replied, 
out of the four communities, no, they are all live.  The other communities have not asked that.   
 
Gary Cochran feels part of transparency with government is recording it live.  If people don’t want to 
get up to speak, only record their voice and don’t put the camera on them.   
 
Megan Zumbach feels there are a lot of residents that go away for the winter.  Council needs to have 
open discussions and be transparent.  People don’t have time to attend meetings.  It is a good thing to 
do.   
 
Jan Hays stated there are several residents who don’t have email or a computer. She feels every 
resident needs to be notified of what is being discussed.   
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Ray Wagner supports the previous speaker’s comments.  In listening to everyone, she now knows 
how much she doesn’t know.  Televising the meetings would be good. 
Neil Friedman is confused with the motion saying they will start televising the meeting next month.  
He feels they need rules in place before going forward.  He is in favor of televising them.   
 
Lorenz stated he was never a fan of televising meetings for our quiet community.  He likes being the 
hidden community that a lot don’t know exists.  He reviewed the tapes of Keego Harbor’s meetings. 
It helped him understand what is going on in Keego Harbor regarding the Police Chief.  He now 
supports it for the future.  He addressed the idea of transparency.  Anything they discuss at any 
meeting is posted in the minutes.  Meetings are posted and are to the public; all of which are posted 
on the city website.  All of this is transparent and available also at City Hall.  If meetings are 
televised and you don’t watch it live you will have to dig through the recordings too.  He stated City 
Council has been transparent and is insulted by those who say this body isn’t and it is very upsetting.   
 
Endres was elected saying he would bring more transparency.  He wants everyone to be informed 
with everything that is going on.   
 
Dzenko asked if they can go forward with the motion because they don’t have rules.  Attorney 
Schultz didn’t mean they can’t proceed going forward.  They can change how the meetings are 
conducted after tonight.   
 
Zubrzycki doesn’t necessarily feel televising the meetings is needed for this city.  There are people 
who don’t have internet or cable.  Albery stated they can request a CD and pick it up at City Hall. 
 
Endres invited all who don’t have internet or cable to come over to his house.  He called for the vote. 
 
 Yes:   Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
           

b.  Continue Discussion of Combined Chief with Keego Harbor  P1-011-17 
 
Mayor Lorenz explained Council has been discussing this idea for several months.  It doesn’t mean 
he is for or against it.  He has always supported the police department.  He feels having our own 
police department is a good and great idea. It is good for the city’s image and they control their own 
destiny in how their streets are patrolled.  He has a presentation which are his words only and not the 
other City Council members or City Manager.  He has not discussed this with them.  He compared 
discussions when trying to tear down the old Community Center.  It was not pretty.  What he has 
learned is there is no progress without new ideas.  There were a lot of false posts on the internet that 
were very frustrating.  Tonight, they are here to discuss “should they consider beginning discussions 
for the option of sharing a Chief with the City of Keego Harbor.”  He addressed comments posted 
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from residents on social networks.  He also shared pros and cons, options for hiring our own full-time 
Police Chief, hiring a part-time Police Chief, make a current officer a Public Safety Director/Chief 
that also patrols and covers shifts, and sharing a Chief with the City of Keego Harbor.  He shared 
discussion points for sharing a Chief. He noted there isn’t a timeline if the vote is no, it is over.  If 
they vote is yes, then Keego Harbor’s meeting is August 17th and they have to get their vote before 
going forward. 
 
Endres appreciates Lorenz’ passion and the time he took to put the presentation together.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Meskin, to cease the discussion of sharing a chief with Keego 
Harbor and not moving forward.   
 
Endres is against this merger.  He feels sharing or merger is the same thing.  Based on the attendance 
and discussion from August 1st and social media comments, they should end this discussion.  It has 
no merit to pursue.  He quoted the bible saying, “no one can serve two masters.”  They need a public 
safety director to work 32 hours a week.  If the two cities can’t agree on working on parade, this can’t 
work.  The only merger he may agree to is taking over Keego Harbor.   
 
Meskin is upset in watching Lorenz’ power point.  He feels it should have been at a study session to 
discuss.  He doesn’t feel right now is the time to work out everything that is needed.  He would rather 
have Martin look for a part-time Chief or Administrator to help him out.   
 
Dzenko thanked his fellow City Council members.  He let everyone know they don’t know what they 
are going to do.  There are four options and they need to figure out what is best.  His opinion is to not 
shut this discussion down but to open it and broaden it.  Continue discussion of four other options, 
shared Chief, full-time Chief, part-time Chief or elevate an officer.  They are not sure what will work 
best yet, so why would they shut off one of those options?  Martin has been doing this for four years 
and he’s tired of it and needs help.   
 
Zubrzycki has a finance mind and thanked Lorenz for putting the presentation together.  The 2 mill’s 
is expiring in 2019 and if it is not renewed then they will need to look at other options.  He feels it is 
a good idea to discuss.  He noted a few years ago he proposed having a Director that shares other 
duties in the City.   
 
Endres felt 90% in this room is against it.  Some of the audience yelled “no”.   
 
Gary Cochran is a finance guy too.  He can’t believe it really costs $100,000 to have a Chief.  Why 
can’t the Chief be in a car seven hours and in the office for an hour.  Get rid of an officer and then 
you save money.   
 
Luke Cassar shared he has been on council and worked with these guys and they are great to work 
with.  They are doing their due diligence. For them not to keep every option on the table would be 
failing the city.  They have been talking about the police department for years.   
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Pam Toderoff feels council really needs to step back and look at not only the financial situation, but 
from a strategic point also.  She feels a no vote would be good right now, because it doesn’t mean in 
another month from now they can’t start over again. 
 
Ray Wagner said quality is foremost to consider.  They need someone who is educated, with a degree 
and forward thinking.  This a business decision.  They need to broaden their look and not just with 
Keego Harbor.   
 
Bud Krause thanked John Martin, City Council and everyone in the city for pursuing this proposal.  
His concern is “pursuing this proposal” yet discussing four other possibilities.  It is getting out of 
control.  He encouraged to vote no until they have all their information together to pursue equally.  
He was surprised at the Mayors presentation with sarcasm to residents and prior Chiefs.   
 
Jan Hays is as passionately against it as the Mayor is for it.  She feels they need to look at several 
other options and encouraged them to vote no.  Many residents don’t know of this discussion; give 
them a formal notice.  She is totally opposed to this.  Sylvan Lake is a beautiful community to live in 
and the Police Department is so important to this city.  Once you start this we will lose control and 
next it will be the department.  Why not look at Bloomfield Twp.  They are our neighbor too.   
Having our own police department makes us stand out as a community.  Once you change that, a lot 
of problems and changes will occur that none of us want.   
 
Marlene Toby is trying to listen with an open mind, but she is confused with the discussion, too many 
options on the table.  She suggested forming a study group committee.  She shared her daughter has a 
close friend who was a Pontiac Officer for 25 years.  Presently is at Marygrove College which is 
closing.  She may be great for the job.  What kind of person do we want to fill the position? 
 
Daryl Toby feels personalization is a big thing.   The police know who the residents are.  It is a nice 
feeling to have that.  He is not sure we can have that with a shared Chief. 
 
Midge Davidson hears how busy the City Manager and City Hall is.  She asked if there is a line in the 
budget to help them?  She suggested a shared position within the city.   
 
Greg Miller appreciates the comments of having a working Chief and doing multiple jobs.  He agreed 
with Davidson in having a Chief that does two duties.   
 
Patrick Riney is torn with this process.  City Council has the duty to look at all options.  He believes 
by moving forward with removing this discussing would be wrong. They are so far away from having 
it penciled in.  He is open to looking at options. 
 
Lorenz shared City Council hires two people, the City Manager and City Attorney; all others the City 
Manager hires.  Martin would bring it to City Council first.  He also addressed the comment of why 
do this if we can’t agree on a parade.  People don’t talk to each other.  Let’s see where this goes and 
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have the discussion.  Let’s try to be a better neighbor and try to work together, move forward and 
forget what is in the past.  He asked Martin to address the 6-8 hours of paperwork for the Chief.  
Martin agreed it is around 6-8 hours with paperwork that a Chief may perform, but there is leading, 
coaching, scheduling, training, listening, meeting with residents, meeting with other chiefs and many 
groups, keeping up on laws and his own training.  All of that takes a lot of time.  He probably spends 
three hours a day talking to the guys about what is going on.  It is not a 1 day a week job, but it is not 
40 hours either.  His opinion, the idea of doing something shared with another community is a viable 
idea, it can work if everything is aligned.  What he would like to see right now is hire a person for 
Chief duties that will do other work for the city.   
 
Meskin said if Martin can go out tomorrow and hire a part-time person, do it.  Martin replied, he 
can’t hire someone tomorrow.  He can start the process of looking to hire.   
 
Endres would like to stop here and vote and then they can start over again.   
 
Zubrzycki has been through having our own Chief and learned from it.  Martin has done a good job.  
Martin is a good leader and we need to find that person who can do the same.    Zubrzycki thanked 
everyone for stepping forward and speaking their feelings.  His is more leaning towards hiring our 
own Public Safety Director.  They have to be able to come in with quality and do more than just the 
Chief job.   
 
Schultz added, we are members of various mutual aid agreements with many communities and he 
assumes that is not part of the motion.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Meskin, to stop all discussions with Keego Harbor for sharing 
Chief services with Sylvan Lake.   
 
 
 Yes:  Meskin, Zubrzycki, Endres 
 No:   Dzenko, Lorenz,  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
Zubrzycki would like to see a job description for the Chief with added duties.  Martin will work on 
something and bring to a study session. 
 
          

c.  Draft Timeline for Hiring a Combined Chief 
 
No action required since prior motion was to end discussion to share a Chief with Keego Harbor.   
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
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a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Parking in the ROW 
c. Fire Department 
d. Seawall – Replace section  

 
 

  
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


